
ACTUAL UNIT PLAN: 

Long range goals and 

objectives 

1. Students will identify and define Greek and Latin roots. 

2. Students will use Greek and Latin roots to discern the meaning of 

unknown words. 

3. Students will identify and define prefixes. 

4. Students will develop strategies for using prefixes to decode and 

comprehend unknown words 

5. Students will identify and define suffixes. 

6. Students will develop strategies for using suffixes to decode and 

comprehend unknown words. 

Probable assessment Provide students with a list of words (hard, multi-root words) and 

students will provide rough definitions using their knowledge of roots.  

Content and 

technology standards 

CCSS ELA Grade 6: Language: Standard 4. Determine or clarify the 

meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based 

on grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 

strategies. 

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and 

roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., audience, 

auditory, audible). 

 

NETS-S: 

1. Creativity and Innovation: Students demonstrate creative 

thinking, construct knowledge, and develop innovative products and 

processes using technology. 

a. Apply existing knowledge to generate new ideas, products, 

or processes 

3. Research and Information Fluency: Students apply digital tools 

to gather, evaluate, and use information. 

b. Locate, organize, analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and ethically 

use information from a variety of sources and media 

c. Evaluate and select information sources and digital tools 

based on the appropriateness to specific tasks 

6. Technology Operations and Concepts: Students demonstrate a 

sound understanding of technology concepts, systems, and operations. 

d. Transfer current knowledge to learning of new technologies 

 

NETS-T: 

1. Facilitate and Inspire Student Learning and Creativity 

Teachers use their knowledge of subject matter, teaching and learning, 

and technology to facilitate experiences that advance student learning, 

creativity, and innovation in both face-to-face and virtual 

environments. 

c. Promote student reflection using collaborative tools to reveal 

and clarify students’ conceptual understanding and thinking, 

planning, and creative processes 



2. Design and Develop Digital Age Learning Experiences and 

Assessments 

Teachers design, develop, and evaluate authentic learning experiences 

and assessment incorporating contemporary tools and resources to 

maximize content learning in context and to develop the knowledge, 

skills, and attitudes identified in the NETS·S. 

d. Provide students with multiple and varied formative and 

summative assessments aligned with content and technology 

standards and use resulting data to inform learning and 

teaching 

Timeline (scope and 

sequence) 

4 Days: 

Lesson 1/Day 1-2: Roots 

Lesson 2/Day 3-4: Prefixes  

Lesson 3/Day 5: Suffixes 

Lesson 4/Day 6: Application of new knowledge 

Required prior 

knowledge (where 

does it fit within the 

curriculum?) 

Students have previously learned about using context to determine the 

meaning of a word as a strategy to determine the meaning of unknown 

words. 

Before this unit is implemented, students will be given a pre-

assessment measuring their knowledge on what roots and affixes are 

as well as being asked to define 6th grade roots and affixes and using 

roots and affix meanings to discern word meanings.  

 

Lesson 1: Roots 
Indicator Task Prompts 

GOAL: How do affixes and roots help discern an unknown words meaning? 

 

1. Standards 

Alignment 

CCSS ELA Grade 6: Language: Standard 4. Determine or clarify the 

meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based 

on grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 

strategies. 

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and 

roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., audience, 

auditory, audible). 

1. Creativity and Innovation: Students demonstrate creative thinking, 

construct knowledge, and develop innovative products and processes 

using technology. 

a. Apply existing knowledge to generate new ideas, products, or 

processes. 

2. Lesson Objective 1. Students will identify and define Greek and Latin roots. 

2. Students will use Greek and Latin roots to discern the meaning of 

unknown words. 

3.  Materials 1. Prefixes, Suffixes, Roots Rap Video 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1n7OLlQ6OtQ 

2. List of Greek and Latin Roots. 

3.Word Chart – Publisher Document 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1n7OLlQ6OtQ


4. Lesson Initiation 

  

The Prefixes, Suffixes, Roots Rap Video 

(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1n7OLlQ6OtQ ) will be used as 

the initiation to the lesson on using roots as one strategy to define 

unknown words. The class would watch this video up to 38 seconds, 

then brainstorm with a partner roots they have heard of and what they 

think they mean for 1 minute. Partners will write their words on the 

board, regardless of whether they are accurate or not creating a large 

list. Students will then continue watching.  After 49 seconds, compare 

class list to video list and see if we can add any more from the video 

list that are not on the class list or fix any meanings for the roots that 

are on the board.  They will then think of example words using the 

roots given in the video and try to discern their meanings based on the 

roots meaning. The class would stop watching the video at 49 seconds 

as the rest of the video focuses on affixes. 

5. Lesson Activities 1. Students will open up and save a Word Chart under their name 

(SmithWordChart) under GoogleDocs. They will be assigned a letter, 

such as A or B, etc., and choose a Greek or Latin Root from the list of 

Greek and Latin roots that starts with that letter.  

2. Students will write the definition for their root, a word that uses the 

roots, a sentence using that word, and choose an appropriate picture 

illustrating the word.  

3. Students will exchange cards by posting them on GoogleDocs and 

then choose the card that was posted directly before theirs. The student 

will then choose another word with that root and write another sentence 

using that word. Then the student will on the “back” of the card will 

choose another root and write the definition for the root, a word that 

uses the roots, a sentence using that word, and draw a picture 

illustrating the word.  

4. Students will again exchange their card with another student and the 

same process as in step 3 will be completed. Each student in the end 

should have 1 card, with 1 root on each side, with a definition, 2 words, 

and 2 sentences for each word. 

5. Students will then create a class wide virtual web of their roots, on 

Bubbl.us each adding their own original root, a definition, a word, and 

a sentence.  

6. Lesson Closure Students will then play a game. They will form small groups of 4-5 

students. The groups will be given a definition or a root that is a part of 

the class root web. The web will be displayed on the board and students 

will have access to a copy of the web on a shared computer. They will 

be given one minute to identify the root or to define the root and as 

well as think of one example word that is not on the web. Students will 

write down the answers for their group and the group with the most 

right will earn one extra point on the assessment. 

Examples:  

 Teacher: Bio 

            Students: Life, Biography is a story about someone’s life 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1n7OLlQ6OtQ


 Teacher: To listen or hear 

Students: Aud, Auditorium is a gathering place where you hear 

music or speakers. 

7. Assessment Students will be given 15 unknown words and students will be asked to 

discern the meaning of the words through the analysis of the root with 

support for their answer. Students are expected to define 10 of the 15 

words. 

 

 

Lesson 2: Prefixes 
Indicator Task Prompts 

GOAL: How do affixes and roots help discern an unknown words meaning? 

1. Standards 

Alignment 

CCSS ELA Grade 6: Language: Standard 4. Determine or clarify the 

meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based 

on grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 

strategies. 

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as 

clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., audience, auditory, audible). 3. 

Research and Information Fluency: Students apply digital tools to 

gather, evaluate, and use information. 

b. Locate, organize, analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and ethically 

use information from a variety of sources and media 

c. Evaluate and select information sources and digital tools 

based on the appropriateness to specific tasks 

 

2. Lesson Objective 1. Students will identify and define prefixes. 

2. Students will develop strategies for using prefixes to decode and 

comprehend unknown words 

3.  Materials 1. Prefix Charts 

2. List of Prefixes 

3. Sentence Strips 

 

4. Lesson Initiation During the introduction phase of instruction, they receive a four-

column chart. Students will share prefixes they have seen before and a 

list will be created in column one. A longer premade list of prefixes 

will be posted on the SmartBoard and students will add to or fix any of 

the prefixes they had in column one.  

5. Lesson Activities 1. Students will partner up and pick 3 affixes to define using www.m-

w.com and complete column two. They will also find three 

examples of words that contain the three prefixes and add them to 

the third column.  

2. The fourth column requires the partners to choose one example and 

identify and write the definition of the root word, as well as note 

how the definition changed with the addition of the prefix. The 

completed chart must be brought to class the following day. 

3. With completed graphic organizers in hand, on the second day the 

http://www.m-w.com/
http://www.m-w.com/
http://www.lessonplanet.com/lesson-plans/graphic-organizer


partners will split up to join a new group of 3-4. In these groups, 

they compile a vocabulary list from the examples included in the 

organizer, limited to two examples for each prefix. The lists are 

then turned into a word-part game.  

4. Students write the words on sentence strips, cut them apart 

according to the root and affix, and assemble them into separate 

piles (i.e. a prefix pile and a root word pile). Then they shuffle each 

card pile, face each pile downward, and are given a blank three-

column chart. A player draws a card from each pile and assembles 

the new word. On the chart, the player will write the assembled 

word in the first column, prefix meaning in the second, and 

assembled word meaning in the third. To vary the game, groups 

have traded vocabulary lists and cards to play with different word 

examples. This game gives learners the opportunity to practice 

manipulating word parts and analyzing how word meanings change 

with each prefix. 

6. Lesson Closure For a quick paced review, students will take turns giving a prefix shout 

out where they choose a prefix from their list or from the master list 

and call on a student to define the prefix, another student to give an 

example of a word that has the prefix, and then a final student to share 

how the word changes meaning with the addition of the prefix.  

7. Assessment Completed Prefix Chart from Day 1. Students will be graded on having 

columns 1-4 completely and accurately filled in. 

 

Lesson 3: Suffixes 
Indicator Task Prompts 

GOAL: How do affixes and roots help discern an unknown words meaning? 

 

1. Standards 

Alignment 

CCSS ELA Grade 6: Language: Standard 4. Determine or clarify the 

meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based 

on grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 

strategies. 

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and 

roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., audience, 

auditory, audible). 

2. Lesson Objective 1. Students will identify and define suffixes. 

2. Students will develop strategies for using suffixes to decode and 

comprehend unknown words. 

3.  Materials 1. “Suffixes” Video http://www.tv411.org/vocabulary/understanding-

how-words-work/video-suffixes 

2. List of Suffixes 

3. Sufficient Suffixes Game 

4. Lesson Initiation Students will watch the video “Suffixes”.  

After watching students will discuss what suffixes are. What role did 

suffixes play in this video? How did adding suffixes to the root words 

affect the girlfriends meaning?  

http://www.lessonplanet.com/search?keywords=vocabulary+lists
http://www.tv411.org/vocabulary/understanding-how-words-work/video-suffixes
http://www.tv411.org/vocabulary/understanding-how-words-work/video-suffixes


5. Lesson Activities 1. Students will explore what different suffixes mean and come up 

with example words and their meanings.  

2. How suffixes change a word will be explained. For example, 

take a proper noun – Google- and add the suffix –ing and it now 

makes Googling, or a verb. Another example is to take the word 

run, a verb, add the suffix –er, and you have an adjective, 

runner. 

3. Students will then play the Sufficient Suffixes game to practice 

this skill. 

6. Lesson Closure Students will post a short discussion post on Edmodo sharing a suffix, 

a word that uses that suffix and how the words definition changes when 

adding the suffix. 

7. Assessment Students will be assessed on their posts – that they have included all 

three parts, and that proper grammar and spelling are used. 

 

Lesson 4: Application of New Knowledge 
Indicator Task Prompts 

GOAL: How do affixes and roots help discern an unknown words meaning? 

 

1. Standards 

Alignment 

CCSS ELA Grade 6: Language: Standard 4. Determine or clarify the 

meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based 

on grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 

strategies. 

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and 

roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., audience, 

auditory, audible). 

1. Creativity and Innovation: Students demonstrate creative thinking, 

construct knowledge, and develop innovative products and processes 

using technology. 

a. Apply existing knowledge to generate new ideas, products, or 

processes 

2. Lesson Objective 1. Students will apply their knowledge of affixes and roots to discern 

the meaning of unknown words. 

3.  Materials 1. Variety of Print Resources: Magazines, Textbooks, 

Newspapers, menus, etc. 

2. Microsoft Publisher 

3. Brochure Rubric 

4. Lesson Initiation Write the following word parts on the board in a haphazard way: trans, 

port, able, un, beat, able, re, consider, ation, de, grad, ation out of 

order, at different angles, and, if possible, in different colors. On 

another part of the board, make a chart with the following column 

titles: Complete Word, Prefix, Root Word, Suffix, and Meaning. 

Begin by asking students to look closely at the word parts on the board 

and to try to form complete words with them. After a few responses, 

explain the chart headings briefly if students are not familiar with the 

terms. Start filling in the chart on the board with student feedback, 



asking volunteers to say what they think the words mean. The 

completed chart might look something like this: 

 Complete 

Word 

Prefix Root 

Word 

Suffix Meaning  

Transportable Trans Port Able can be transported or 

moved 

Unbeatable Un Beat Able cannot beat or defeat 

Reconsideration Re consider Ation state of considering or 

thinking about again  

Degradation De Grad Ation state of degrading or 

making worse  

 

 

5. Lesson Activities 

  

 

1. Give each of the students a copy of the Prefix, Root Word, and 

Suffix Study Sheet and have them read the introduction and 

paragraph, underlining any words that have prefixes or suffixes. 

Have them write the meaning of the words, without using the 

dictionary, below the paragraph. They can use the roots and affixes 

charts made in previous lessons. 

2. Students will be provided with cross-curricular texts, menus, 

newspapers, instruction manuals, and any other text based 

materials. On their graphic organizers students will be expected to 

write down 4 words that contain prefixes, roots, and suffixes and 

that they do not know off hand. 

3. Students will then create a brochure on Publisher or some 

electronic format of presentation which contains a panel for each 

word. Students will break down each unknown word into its prefix, 

root, and suffix and define each, as well as from those meanings, 

determining the definition of the word as a whole. Students are also 

expected to type up the original sentence their word was in and see 

if their compiled definition makes sense in context. Lastly students 

will look up the actual meaning of the word and add that to the end. 

 

6. Lesson Closure Students will partner up and share one of their unknown words with 

each other and what they concluded the new meanings are and how 

they compared to the dictionary definition. 

7. Assessment Students will be graded on their brochure or other electronic 

presentation via the brochure rubric. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.readwritethink.org/lesson_images/lesson1042/study_sheet.pdf
http://www.readwritethink.org/lesson_images/lesson1042/study_sheet.pdf


Use of Technology To Differentiate: 

1. Designated ESL: Ellie is a 11 year old student whose native language is Spanish. She was 

born in the United States, but her parents do not speak English. Her family often goes back to 

Puerto Rico to visit. She receives specific ELL support daily for 42 minutes. She is considered to 

be at speech emergence in the spectrum of learning English but is also selectively mute. In a 

classroom setting, when with multiple peers, or when she feels confronted about her speaking, 

she becomes very quiet. When working with a teacher one on one or with another student who 

she feels comfortable with, she opens up and will talk. Otherwise, she mainly communicates 

with gestures (pointing to an answer instead of verbally stating it) or with short one word 

responses. On the pre-test, she did not know what an affix or root were but was able to loosely 

define words that, upon examination, also appear in Spanish (dulc-,aqua-, mal-) During this unit, 

I would encourage Ellie to choose Latin roots and affixes that are similar in English as in 

Spanish. This website (http://dr1.com/forums/spanish-101/40105-spanish-words-similar-

english.html) provides  a list of similar words and by searching the roots of the words (i.e. grat in 

gratis) on the pdf documents she would be able to find similar words. I would however, also 

encourage her to choose at least half of her affixes and roots as ones she is unfamiliar with. I 

think this unit is important for her as it provides her with foundational skills to be able to 

decipher a wealth of words.  

 

For this student a mix of videos and making her own videos will be used. Ellie will watch videos 

on prefixes, roots, and suffixes that define a root or affix and provide examples. She will then 

create her own video on http://animoto.com/. She can record the sound, choose images, and 

create written text for her video, explaining what the chosen roots and affixes mean and how 

they impact the words meaning. She will make a section on roots, a section on prefixes, a section 

on suffixes, and a section pulling all three together. This will be completed over the course of the 

unit, making one video at the end. The video would be graded on having at least 4 roots, 8 

affixes, and 4 words made up of a affix and a root, including definitions for all of them. 

   

With a Minor Disability: Matthew is a twelve year old boy who has dyslexia and reads at the 

fourth grade level. He works best one on one or with small focused groups with which he feels 

secure. He does not like to read aloud in front of a class but will read to you one on one and will 

speak freely from his own thoughts and background knowledge. He also does well when words 

are in context. Technology resources I would use that place the roots and affixes in context 

would be Flip-a-Chip (http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/flip/) to provide 

structured activity for putting together roots and affixes to make new words. Then the student 

would go to (http://www.tv411.org/vocabulary/understanding-how-words-work/roots-and-their-

families/activity/1/1) and go through activity one and two, and three if he is up for a challenge.  

 

Identified as Gifted and Talented: Tyler is a 11 year old boy who reads at a 9
th

 grade level. He 

has scored in the 99
th

 percentile on the reading benchmark tests. On the pre-test, he was able to 

define the words themselves, but only half of the roots and affixes. He is familiar with words 

from reading them in context but does not necessarily know what the roots and affixes 

themselves mean separate from the word. For this unit, the student will create a flow chart on 

Gliffy (www.gliffy.com) with at least 5 suffixes on it chosen from the list of suffixes. On each 

web, put the root word in the middle, prefixes or suffixes on the lines leading to the outer circles 

of the web, and the student will create a 5 new word created from combining the root word with 

http://dr1.com/forums/spanish-101/40105-spanish-words-similar-english.html
http://dr1.com/forums/spanish-101/40105-spanish-words-similar-english.html
http://animoto.com/
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/flip/
http://www.tv411.org/vocabulary/understanding-how-words-work/roots-and-their-families/activity/1/1
http://www.tv411.org/vocabulary/understanding-how-words-work/roots-and-their-families/activity/1/1
http://www.gliffy.com/


the prefix or suffix in each outer circle. The student will then define the items under each root, 

affix, and word. 

 

Grading Criteria: 

  

Web: 

____Web has 5 roots, 5 prefixes, 5 suffixes and 5 new words  

____Each root, prefix, suffix and word are defined.  

____Each word web has prefixes or suffixes on lines leading from the middle to outer circles 

____Outer circles have words created from the root word and the prefix or suffix 

 

 


