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Technology Integration Skills Goal 

Objective 

 

Develop a student centered project in which each student uses multiple 

technologies in new and innovative ways to complete interactive projects with 

students of other cultures. (Correlated to NETS∙S 2. Communication and 

Collaboration Students use digital media and environments to communicate and 

work collaboratively, including at a distance, to support individual learning and 

contribute to the learning of others (a, b, c, d).) 

Assessment 1. Cultural awareness lesson 

2. Blogs lesson 

3. Completed Blogs 

Activities 1. Create sister school connection through ePals with a school in the Middle East. 

Video-chat or email with partner teacher frequently, mapping out a plan and 

working out details.  

2. Apply for grant money to pay for expenses such as the blogs. such as local 

district grants, National Council For Social Studies, Funds for Teachers, and 

NEA Grants, which will pay for possible costs of the blogs, professional 

development and any other expenses that may arise. The fees will be split 

between the two schools, allowing both teachers to apply for grants.  

3. Research cultural awareness training, such as from Middle Eastern Cultural 

Awareness Training (http://www.mecatraining.com/) and choose where to 

receive training, taking in considerations such as cost, travel needs and related 

costs,  and relevance to education and the project.  

4. Create lesson for students on cultural awareness.   

5. Research blog websites, looking for a site that offers privacy, administrative 

control over student blogs and posts, number of blogs available, and at what 

cost. 

6. Have both teachers participate in blog training if offered (For example, 

Edublog has webinars and training about using Edublogs.).  

7. Create lesson outlining and explaining how students will use the blogs, and 

have students post one blog entry on their blog introducing themselves to their 

blog partner from the other school.  

http://www.mecatraining.com/
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8. Set up blog through chosen blog site for the first pilot year. Set up at least 

twenty shared blogs, under the administration of the two teachers. 

9. Create and acquire a list of resources (print and multimedia) for the students to 

use for the project. 

10. Have students research their sister schools culture and their own culture with 

regard to specific topics such as history, recreation, holidays, etc. 

11. Students, who are partnered with a student from the sister school who is 

researching the same topic, will share a blog and each will blog about their 

chosen topic using words,  images, presentations, videos and other media. 

12. Evaluate students with a survey on how the project has thus been progressing. 

13. Students will read, view and respond to sister schools posts and compare 

information found about sister schools culture with information they shared. 

14. Students will write at least three blog post responses: one in response to a 

different research topic posted by the sister school, and the second as a 

comparison of their own research topic: their culture with the sister schools. In 

addition students from both schools will present a question which the other 

student will respond to in blog form. 

15. If the pilot year is successful, both teachers and students will reflect to make it 

better and the program will be expanded to include all sixth grade social 

studies classes. 

Timeline 1.5 years (September 2013 – December 2014) 

Prep:  

1. Create and build sister school connection. September 2013 – February 2014 

2. Apply for grants. September 2013- August 2014 

3. Research cultural awareness and sensitivity training and choose program to 

participate in. September 2013. 

4. Receive cultural awareness and sensitivity training and create lesson for 

students. October 2013. 

5. With sister school teacher research blog programs and the best program to use. 

October 2013 

6. Participate in webinars and training about the blog program and create lesson 
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for students. November 2013- December 2013 

7. Set up blogs. March 2014 – May 2014. 

Project Begins: 

8. Students receive cultural awareness training. September 8 – 22, 2014.  

9. Students receive training on blogs and post first blog. September 23-October 7, 

2014  

10. Students research their topics and create multimedia blog posts  October - 

November 2014  

11. Students reflect on project this far. November 2014. 

12. Students view and respond to partner students posts.  December 2014  

13. Reflection on program by teachers and students  December 22, 2014  

Location/ 

Source 

At school (Local school and sister school) and online (ePals.com, Blogs website, 

Training websites and grant websites) 

 


