
EDU 622 

2/24/2014 

Emerging Technologies 

Pros & Cons for Educational Use 

 

Your Name: Katie Kehoegreen   Selected Technology:  Blogs/Blogging 

 

 Pros Neutral information Cons 

1 Students can easily post their own work 

through a blog, as blogs are open to all 

people regardless of their age. Students can 

therefore view other classmates and peers 

work to evaluate and appreciate. 

Any content can be posted online. While blogs are great venues to use when 

students are studying point of view and 

opinion, the information needs to be vetted for 

accuracy and appropriateness. Additionally, 

the quality of the writing and the content 

(poems, writing) might not be up to  a caliber 

we want our students to see as an ideal. 

2 If a blog has a very specific target audience 

in mind, the readers can easily identity 

whether it is a blog they feel they would be 

interested in or that they would return to.  

Point for Writing/Audience If a blog does not have a target audience or a 

reason for being written, it can end up being a 

hodgepodge of random entries that serve no 

purpose. 

3 Having students write blogs can lead them 

to be more creative and improve their 

typing speed, accuracy and internet 

knowledge. 

Students skills  

4 Blogs can be used by professionals to share 

their professional knowledge, which 

students can then use. 

Professional Knowledge Just because someone is a professional in the 

field does not mean they are necessary 

qualified to be sharing this information. They 

may appear to be a “professional” but it might 

not necessarily be in the filed which they are 

blogging about. 
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5 Sites such as Wordpress, Blogger, and 

EduBlogs allow people to create free blogs 

and adjust privacy settings. Additionally, on 

sites such as Edublogs, teachers can set up 

accounts for their students. 

Available sites Some sites cost money the more access and 

settings you desire. 

6 A rubric for grading student’s blog entries 

needs to be created. The rubric should be 

based on how you might grade an offline 

assignment in that the main focus is 

student’s mastery of the content. They 

should be held to the same standard as they 

are in their written work. Additionally, it 

allows an opportunity for peer review, 

which might count towards participation 

rather than an actual grade.  

Grading The teacher needs to make sure they are not 

grading for appearance and inclusion of 

multimedia alone. 

7 Some of the posting and commenting can 

happen at home which allows class time for 

discussion about what the students wrote, 

reviewing their writing technique, and 

preparing them for further writing.  

Time Having students maintain their blogs and 

reply to other students posts takes extra class 

time. Additionally it will take extra time for 

the teacher to read through student posts and 

comments and providing feedback. 

Additionally, if the students need teacher 

approval for their posts before they are seen 

by others, this will be something that the 

teacher will need to monitor with frequency. 

8 Most blogs are free and they save the 

teacher the cost of money and space that 

would otherwise be spent on journals for 

writing their entries in.  

Resources As mentioned above some sites cost money 

and it also costs time, inside and outside the 

classroom. 

 


