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It is very important to remember our core values  when we 

are communicating online. With all of the communication 

technologies mentioned in this brochure, we must have 

gratitude that West Ridge has access to such a plethora of 

wonderful technology but we also must be responsible and 

respectful when we use them. As with any virtual interac-

tions, we must always remember that these are real peo-

ple , our classmates, we are interacting with, It is im-

portant to show them the same respect we would  in face 

to face interactions. We must also be responsible users. 

Everything we post online can be easily viewed by others. 

Remember, all email and communication through school 

supported technology is considered public.   
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“Hey Mom! I need to check  Edmodo for my homework!” 

“Edmodo?” 

“Yea. It’s a website. You know.” 

Okay. So you don't know. Don’t worry! Our teachers our 

new learners too.  

Besides Edmodo, here at West Ridge Middle School, we also 

use Twitter, PowerSchool, Digital Backpack, personal 

teacher websites, and good old email to communicate with 

our students and our families. What’s the best place for 

getting in touch with teachers? How can I get an extra 

copy of the clubs sign up sheet my child lost?  Each tech-

nology tool has a specific purpose  and here we highlight 

how you can best use each tool. Please feel free to contact 

school administrators and our technology coordinator, 

Melissa Jenkins, with any questions! 

Still Have Questions? 

Come to our Communication Technology 

Night! 

On September 30th at 7pm in the Library Media 

Center, the school will be hosting a Communication 

Technologies Night for students and families. 

Come to learn more about the communication 

technologies being used, the ins-and-outs of each 

(Edmodo? Twitter?), and talk about our safety 

concerns, including privacy and cyber bullying.  

Our Core Values 

Be a grateful, respectful and responsible 

Bear Citizen! 

 



The Edmodo web-

site  is used by ALL 

teachers. All stu-

dents have created usernames and password logins. 

Ultimately by the beginning of the 2014-2015 school 

year, this will be the only website used for teacher-

student communication at home, replacing twitter and 

teacher websites as means for communicating re-

minders about homework assignments and major 

projects along with unit materials, permission slips 

for field trips and activities, and website links, Howev-

er, as we are in a  transition period, it is best to ask 

individual teachers what they are using and how to 

best communicate with them outside of school. 

Twitter 

Email: All teachers and staff are 

given an email upon being hired. 

Email is a wonderful way to com-

municate directly with teachers 

about questions about your stu-

dent, finding out about missed work when your child is 

sick, and .asking any questions clarifying long term 

assignments. We suggest more personal information 

about your child is  best discussed in person. Email for 

teachers is typically their first intital followed by their 

last name. For example Melissa Jenkins email is MJen-

kins@arlschools.org. Some teachers however have the 

same last name and first initial and therefore numbers 

may be added. To check teacher emails, go to 

www.arlschools.org/teacherlisting    

Teacher Websites: 

Teacher websites 

are created by 

teachers at their choice. All teacher websites are 

password protected to protect student, teacher, and 

school privacy.. Passwords must be obtained from 

the teacher and change yearly. In addition to posting 

nightly homework assignment reminders and remind-

ers about upcoming big assignments starting a week 

before the assignment are due, teachers upload cop-

ies of specific handouts, permission slips for field 

trips and activities, and resources that can be used 

to complete homework and assignments, such as 

video links. All teacher websites are set up in the 

format www.arlschools.org/ followed by the teach-

ers email username. For example Melissa Jenkins 

website is www.arlschools.org/mjenkins. 

Twitter is used by teachers at their 

choice. Teachers who use specific twit-

ter handle for teaching agree to post 

nightly homework assignments and 

reminders about upcoming big assign-

ments starting a week before the assignment are due. 

 

PowerSchool is an easy way to check your student 

grades for all his or her classes, including applied 

academics.  At the beginning of the year, all students 

are given a PowerSchool username and password 

and parents can login the through the PowerSchool 

parent site. If a student needs their PowerSchool 

login, please contact Janet in the main office. For 

privacy reasons, PowerSchool logins will only be 

given in person to the student themselves or a des-

ignated parent. 

Digital Backpack is a  district 

webpage(www.arlschools.org/

digitalbackpack) which is updated 

weekly. It lists current news, events, 

paperwork, monthly team updates, 

permission slips to attend afterschool sporting events 

(field trip permission skips can be found on Edmodo or 

through teacher websites), club and sport sign up sheets, 

updated school calendars, upcoming events and fundrais-

ers.  

Which teachers have web-

sites and Twitter pages? 
To see a list of teacher websites and twitter han-

dles, go to www.arlschools.org/pgresources/

teachersites.  The password for this page is Bearon. 
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